
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF 

THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

TOWN OF MINT HILL, NORTH CAROLINA 

November 8, 2018 

 

The Board of Commissioners of the Town of Mint Hill met in regular session on Thursday, 

November 8, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. in the John M. McEwen Assembly Room, Mint Hill Town Hall. 

 

ATTENDANCE 

Mayor: Ted H. Biggers, Jr. 

Commissioners: Mike Cochrane, Dale Dalton, Carl M. Ellington and Richard Newton  

Town Manager: Brian L. Welch 

Town Engineer: Steve Frey 

Planning Director: John Hoard 

Police Chief: Tim Ledford 

Fire Chief: David Leath 

Town Clerk: Michelle Wells 

 

CALL TO ORDER, INVOCATION AND PLEDGE 

Mayor Biggers called the meeting to order, ruled a quorum present and the meeting duly 

constituted to carry on business. Following the invocation offered by Commissioner Newton, 

Mayor Biggers led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America. 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 

 

Addition, Deletion or Arrangement of Agenda Items:  None. 

 

Approve Minutes of the October 11, 2018 Quarterly Developers’ Workshop and Regular 

Meeting: Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner Newton, the 

minutes of October 11, 2018 Quarterly Developers’ workshop and regular meeting were approved.   

 

Consent Agenda: (A) Accept October Tax Collector’s Report; and, (B) Accept September 

Treasurer’s Report and Financials: Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by 

Commissioner Cochrane, the consent agenda was approved as presented.   

***** 

Mayor Biggers welcomed the following Boy Scouts in attendance from Troop 144 of Blair Road 

United Methodist Church: Nicholas Stewart, Joey Santonato and Tripp Snyder. The Mayor 

presented them with a lapel pin. 

***** 

Public Comments**:  Bryan Bunn, 4410 Walter Nelson Road, stated he had grown up in Mint 

Hill and he loved the Town.  He said it was his home; a lot of work had gone into the preparation 

of the bond referendum.  He stated others had questioned the integrity of the Board, Mayor Biggers 

and Manager Welch.  He knew them to be full of integrity and honest people; he wanted them to 

know he had their backs.  He stated this was his town and he was not going to let anyone question 

them.   He stated this Board was one of the most honest he had ever seen.  He said he was shocked 

by the election results.  He said he worked the polls and had heard nothing but yes, yes, yes for 



Bain…it was even on the Town Seal.  He stated people who don’t care about the Town were 

allowed to put this Town backward.  He was shocked someone who used to sit on the Board would 

say negative things.  He stated a lot of work had gone into the preparation for the bond referendum 

for Bain and the park.  He stated too much time and money had been invested to let it all go.  He 

stated if it had to be placed on another ballot, or committee needed to be developed or a park and 

recreation department established then the Town should do it.  Too much had been invested to let 

it all go.   He wanted to make sure it would be passed the next time.  He thanked the voters, in his 

38 years in Mint Hill, he had never seen such a large voter turnout.  He said the less than 700 votes 

that separated the yes and no ballots were most likely cast by voters who didn’t know what they 

meant, so they voted no.  He said these items were worth revisiting.  He said he was not going to 

let the negative Nancy’s slander the Board and the Town.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated he had heard people question the integrity of the Board.  He said it was 

ridiculous because the Board had placed the bonds on the ballot because they knew that residents 

would want to vote on the issue.  He understood criticism was just part of politics but he stated in 

21 years he had never gotten used to people implying or saying they were lying or dishonest.  He 

had worked with Bryan Bunn, Brad Simmons and people involved with sports and scouts; they 

knew he was upfront and honest, they knew he loved Mint Hill deeply.  He stated he and the Board 

would have never placed it on the ballot if they were trying to be deceitful.  He felt as though the 

Town had missed a great opportunity in education, arts, history and for the children of Mint Hill.  

He stated Manager Welch worked extremely hard on the bonds and held meetings to enlighten the 

residents.  He appreciated all Manager Welch had done to inform the citizens.   Often, he said, 

people ask about new opportunities such as restaurants, hotels and new businesses.  Opportunities 

to progress and bring those things to Mint Hill were up to the residents to allow Mint Hill to grow.  

He said it was disappointing that Mint Hill had supported so many of the Mecklenburg County 

bonds and received very little for the tax increases incurred.  Mint Hill voters had turned down 

things that were good for them; they essentially had voted against themselves.  He said if the 

decision was based on taxes then it was unfair.  He said those who propagated misinformation via 

social media caused Mint Hill to lose out on a good thing.  He told about a woman who had called 

him ahead of the elections to say she would be voting no; he asked her to attend the public 

information meeting, so she did.  She called him back to acknowledge that she wasn’t aware of all 

of the information and ultimately decided to vote yes.  He thanked Bryan Bunn for coming out and 

speaking under public comments.  He thanked everyone who worked to support the bonds. 

 

Other Business:  Commissioner Cochrane said nearly 11,000 voters had come to the polls; he 

said the Town had held two public information meetings with more than 300 residents in 

attendance.  He believed it was in the Good Lord’s hands and hopefully it would all come back 

around soon.  He went by many of the polls on Tuesday night.  He attended political gatherings 

and rallies at Jimmie’s.  He attended the Mark Harris rally at Rolling Hills.  He stated he and 

Manager Welch had attended the CMS meeting and they would not reassign Mint Hill school 

children to new schools.  They supported children attending schools in their hometown. He did 

say there were many exceptional children that rode busses for 2-3 hours a day in CMS.  He stated 

he was very proud of the Fire and Police Department and the Town had great emergency services.  

He reminded everyone of the Veterans Breakfast on Saturday the 10th at 8 a.m. at Philadelphia 

Presbyterian Church.   

 



Commissioner Ellington stated the Planning Board meeting had been cancelled.  He was 

disappointed that when he went to vote there was no one else at his precinct.  He stated his wife 

had become ill on Saturday and was treated at the Mint Hill Novant hospital; he said everyone at 

the hospital was wonderful to them.  He said Mint Hill had great emergency services.  He said 

Mint Hill was a fine town.  He was sad about the results of the bond packages, but he too thought 

it was now in God’s Hands.  He was proud to be a part of the Town of Mint Hill.   

 

Commissioner Dalton attended the Canine Carnival and it was excellent.  He thanked Town Staff, 

especially Manager Welch, Deputy Manager Bailey and Mrs. Sheryl Smith, for their work on 

Family Fun Nights; he said they were great.  He stated the Fire Department responded to 280 EMS 

calls and 169 EMS calls for a total of 449 in October. The year-to-date total was 4,406 calls for 

2018.  He reminded everyone about the November 29th Christmas Tree Lighting at Town Hall and 

the December 1st Senior Citizens Christmas Party at Independence High School.  He echoed the 

sentiments stated previously about the election results.  He stated he would always do what was 

right for the Town because he loved it.  He said a handful of individuals were against the Board 

on social media, but the Board worked hard for the Town. 

 

Commissioner Cochrane thanked Bryan Bunn for speaking under Public Comments and for having 

their backs.  He stated it was a honor to be on the Board; he said the members of the Board didn’t 

lie about anything and that people moved to Mint Hill because it was a great place to be.  He said 

he looked at life as if the glass was always half-full.  He felt like things were in God’s hands. 

 

Mint Hill Fire Department Chairman Jerry Mullis stated the Fire Department had come along way 

and they had almost outgrown their pants; he appreciated all of the support.   

 

Mayor Biggers stated the Veterans Breakfast to be held Saturday at 8 a.m. was the highlight of his 

public life.  He appreciated veterans and their service to our Country.  He was proud to be a veteran 

and he believed in the goodness of community and the nation.  He stated Mint Hill residents always 

came forward and pitched in to help.  He showed a video  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MfoQ0CLq9A; I Am a Veteran by Andrea Brett - The 

Bretts.  At the end of the video he thanked all veterans. 

 

Closed Session for Approval of October 11, 2018 Closed Session Minutes and for a Real 

Estate Matter: Upon the motion of Commissioner Cochrane, seconded by Commissioner 

Ellington, the Board voted to move into Closed Session.  No announcement was expected about 

the Closed Session meeting. 

 

The Board returned to Open Session. 

 

Adjournment: Upon the motion of Commissioner Dalton, seconded by Commissioner Cochrane, 

the Board unanimously agreed the meeting be adjourned. Mayor Biggers adjourned the meeting at 

8:05 p.m. 

   

      

Michelle Wells, CMC, Town Clerk 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0MfoQ0CLq9A

